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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS 


OF  THE 

HUCKNALL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  first  Annual  Report  as 
your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  succession  to  Dr.  T.  D. 
Blott,  who  terminated  his  service  with  you  on  28th  February, 
1954. 

Full  comment  is  made  in  the  Report  on  the  various  Vital 
Statistics,  and  here  it  is  necessary  for  me  only  to  draw  your 
attention  to  the  extraordinarily  low  birth-rate,  the  record 
low  infant  mortality  rate  and  to  the  increasingly  high  pro- 
portion of  people  attaining  advanced  age. 

In  view  of  the  increasing  importance  of  cancer  as  a cause 
of  death,  a section  of  this  report  has,  for  the  first  time,  been 
devoted  specifically  to  this  subject.  Delay  in  seeking  advice 
when  suspicious  symptoms  appear  is  dangerous  and  may 
render  cure  impossible. 

Although  modern  methods  of  treatment  have  rendered 
tuberculosis  much  less  deadly,  the  statistics  show  that  the 
pulmonary  form  of  the  disease  is  still  about  as  prevalent  as 
it  has  been  over  the  past  forty  years.  Sufferers  have  a moral 
duty  to  the  community  to  ensure  that  as  far  as  possible  they 
do  not  expose  others,  particularly  children,  to  the  risk  of 
infection  from  themselves. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  recommends  that  75%  of  babies 
should  be  immunised  against  diphtheria  before  their  first 
birthday.  I estimate  that  67.3%  of  all  children  under  15  in 
Hucknall  have  been  immunised — only  12.7%  of  them  before 
their  first  birthday.  This  is  not  good  enough. 

In  the  field  of  environmental  hygiene,  new  responsibilities 
have  been  placed  upon  the  Council  with  the  resumption  of 
private  slaughtering  (from  2nd  July,  1954),  the  coming  into 
operation  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954  (on 
30th  August,  1954),  and  the  application  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950, 
to  Hucknall  (as  from  1st  October,  1954).  Negotiations  with 
the  Ministry  have  for  some  time  been  in  progress  for  the 
transfer  to  the  U.D.C.  of  sampling  duties  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938,  in  view  of  the  growth  of  the  population 
above  20,000,  and  their  outcome  is  awaited. 

In  your  approach  to  the  problem  of  slum  clearance  it  is 
well  to  bear  in  mind  the  finding  in  the  Nottinghamshire 


5 


County  Report  on  the  1951  Census  that  only  60%  per  cent,  of 
the  households  in  Hucknall  enjoyed  the  exclusive  use  of  piped 
water,  cooking  stove,  kitchen  sink,  water  closet  and  fixed 
bath  as  at  the  date  of  the  Census.  Although  this  figure  relates 
to  households  rather  than  houses,  it  gives  some  indication  of 
the  proportion  of  homes  which  are  lacking  in  one  or  more 
of  these  essential  amenities  and  which— if  it  is  not  feasible  to 
bring  them  up  to  acceptable  modern  standards — ought  ulti- 
mately to  be  included  in  a long-term  slum  clearance  pro- 
gramme. 

Faced  with  your  new  responsibilities  you  decided  to 
appoint  another  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  accord- 
ingly Mr.  R.  Follett  commenced  duty  on  1st  September,  1954. 
The  staff  is  now  adequate,  but  the  fact  that  much  of  the  new 
work — i.e.,  meat  inspection  and  inspections  under  the  Shops 
Act,  1950 — has  to  be  done  out  of  office  hours  calls  for  recog- 
nition. 

A newcomer  to  your  area— as  I am  myself — is  only  too 
conscious  of  the  nuisance  caused  by  colliery  subsidence,  by 
atmospheric  grit  from  the  tips,  and  by  the  deafening  roar  of 
aero  engines  under  test.  One  trusts  that  those  responsible 
are  taking  all  practicable  steps  to  minimise  these  unpleasant 
by-products  of  industries  vital  to  the  country’s  economic 
prosperity. 

The  present  high  level  of  prosperity  is  well  indicated  by 
the  rapidity  with  which  chimney  stacks,  even  in  the  poorer 
quarters  of  the  town,  are  sprouting  television  aerials.  One 
wonders  to  what  extent  television  will  contribute  to  keeping 
families  together  by  providing  a new  source  of  interest  within 
the  home — taking  the  place  of  the  piano  and  the  musical  box 
in  the  Victorian  home.  To  what  extent  will  it  kill  the  art 
of  reading?  To  what  extent  does  it  lead  to  eyestrain?  And 
to  what  extent,  by  attracting  a large  number  of  people  into 
a small  overheated,  unventilated  room  to  see  a specially 
interesting  programme,  does  it  facilitate  the  spread  of  respira- 
tory infections,  particularly  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis? 

T must  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  Dr.  C.  W.  W. 
Jeremiah,  the  County  Medical  Officer,  for  information  about 
the  Health  Services  provided  by  the  County  Council ; to  Dr. 
L.  Hearn,  Chest  Physician,  for  detailed  particulars  about 
cases  of  tuberculosis,  and  to  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  his  staff  for  their  help  in  preparing  this  Report. 

It  remains  for  me  finally  to  thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman, 
Madam  and  Gentlemen,  for  your  support  and  co-operation 
throughout  the  year,  and  now  to  solicit  your  attentive  reading 
of  the  pages  which  follow. 

I have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WILLIS  J.  EL  WOOD, 

M.B.,  B.Ch.,  D.P.H., 

May,  1955.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 

Area  (in  acres) 

* • • • • • 

4,029 

Population  (Census) 

1931 

1951 

East  Ward 

6,67  5 

7,158 

North  Ward 

6,362 

7,352 

West  Ward 

4,802 

8,700 

Hucknall 

...  1 7,839 

23,210 

Population,  1954  (Estimated  mid-year, 

Registrar  General)  23,350 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  : — 

Dwelling  houses  ...  ...  6,827 

Houses  and  shops  ...  ...  215 

Public  houses  and  beer-offs  ...  44 

7,086 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  £114,395 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  £445 


It  is  interesting  to  note  that  whereas  in  1931  the  East 
Ward  had  the  greatest  and  the  West  Ward  the  smallest 
population,  the  reverse  is  now  the  case.  New  building  and 
boundary  changes,  as  well  as  natural  increase,  have  conspired 
to  produce  this  result. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  (see  Table  I) 

Total  M.  F. 

Live  Births  : Legitimate  ...  329  175  154 

Illegitimate  ...  9 4 5 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  resident  population  = 14.5. 


Stillbirths  : Legitimate  ...  8 4 4 

Illegitimate  ...  1 1 0 

Rate  per  1,00  (live  and  still)  births  = 25.9. 


Deaths  (Civilian  only)  ...  ...  197  109  88 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  resident  population  = 8.4. 


MATERNITY  MORTALITY  (see  Table  III) 

(Heading  30  of  the 
Registrar  General’s  Short  List.) 

Deaths. 


No.  30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth, 

abortion  Nil 


Rate  per  1,000 
(live  and  still) 
births. 

Nil 
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BIRTHS  (see  Table  I) 


The  number  of  live  births  was  338  (Males  179,  Females 
159),  a decrease  of  59  compared  with  last  year’s  figure.  This 
gives  a birth  rate  of  14.5  per  1,000  population,  which  is  the 
lowest  birth  rate  recorded  in  Hucknall  for  any  year  of  this 
century:  the  lowest  rate  previously  recorded  was  15.3  in  1936. 
The  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1954 — the  lowest 
for  13  years — was  0.7  above  Hucknall’s  rate,  i.e.,  15.2  per 
1,000.  As  the  general  level  of  prosperity  has  never  been 
higher,  one  wonders  why  the  birth  rate  should  be  so  low.  Is 
this  a mere  chance  fluctuation  which  will  be  compensated  for 
next  year?  Or  is  it  the  harbinger  of  low  birth  rates  for  some 
years  to  come  ? 

Might  it  be  that  the  low  rate  for  1954  is  due  to  a decline 
in  the  proportion  of  persons  of  reproductive  age  in  the 
population — this  being  a reflection  of  the  low  birth  rates 
which  prevailed  in  the  1930’s?  The  following  figures  possibly 
lend  colour  to  this  assumption  : — 

Average  birth  rate — Hucknall  1920-29  (10  years)  21.6  per  1,000 

1930-39  („  „ ) 16.8  „ „ 
1940-49  („  „ ) 21.2  „ „ 

„ „ „ „ 1950-54  ( 5 years)  16.2  „ 


INFANT  MORTALITY  (see  Tables  I and  II) 

Deaths.  Rate  per  1,000 
related  live 
births. 

Total  under  1 year  of  age  : 9 26.6 

Legitimate  ...  9 27.3 

Illegitimate  ...  0 0 


The  infant  death  rate  of  26.6  per  1,000  related  live  births 
was  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  Hucknall;  it  comes  near  to, 
but  is  not  quite  so  good  as,  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales, 
which  was  25.5 — -also  a new  low  record. 

Seven  of  the  nine  deaths  were  of  infants  under  4 weeks 
of  age,  and  this  gives  a neonatal  mortality  rate  of  20.7. 


DEATHS  (see  Tables  I,  III  and  IV) 

Deaths  numbered  197  (males  109,  females  88),  a decrease 
of  18  on  the  previous  year’s  figure.  The  death  rate  of  8.4 
is,  with  the  single  exception  of  1950  when  this  rate  was  8.3, 
the  lowest  ever  recorded. 
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The  main  causes  of  death  were  : Diseases  of  Heart  and 
Circulatory  System  (Nos.  18  to  21)  58,  Cancer  (Nos.  10  to 
15)  42,  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  (No.  17)  33, 
Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  (Nos.  22  to  25)  20. 

Inquests  and  Post-Mortem  Examinations: 

Coroner’s  inquest  without  post-mortem  ...  5 cases 

Coroner’s  inquest  with  post-mortem  ...  6 „ 

Coroner’s  post-mortem  without  inquest  ...  19  „ 

Post-mortem  (other  than  coroner’s)  ...  15  „ 

From  these  figures  it  is  seen  that  in  40  cases,  i.e.  in  20.3% 
of  deaths,  the  cause  was  ascertained  with  certainty  by  post- 
mortem examination.  It  is  always  desirable  that  the  causes 
of  death  should  be  established  with  as  much  certainty  as 
possible,  since  the  accumulation  of  information  as  to  causes 
is  of  considerable  valuo  in  suggesting  means  of  preventing 
untimely  deaths. 

My  predecessors  in  office  have  frequently  expressed  satis- 
faction in  recent  years  at  the  high  proportion  of  deaths  which 
occur  at  a ripe  age,  and  I note  that  in  the  year  1954  one  of 
the  deaths  registered  was  that  of  a woman  of  103  years.  The 
average  age  at  death  was  63.5  years  for  the  109  males  and 
66.25  years  for  the  88  females.  Table  IV  shows  the  age 
distribution  of  these  deaths,  and  as  this  table  has  been  a 
regular  feature  of  this  report  for  many  years  I have  been 
able  to  work  out  for  each  of  the  undermentioned  periods  the 
percentage  of  all  deaths  which  occurred  at  65  years  of  age 
or  above  — 


1900-09 

18.4%  of  all  deaths 
65  or  above. 

were 

those  of 

persons 

of 

1910-19 

26.0% 

yy 

yy  yy 

yy 

yy  yy 

yy 

y y 

1920-29 

36.0% 

yy 

yy  yy 

yy 

yy  yy 

yy 

yy 

1930-39 

4.5.4% 

yy 

yy  yy 

yy 

yy  yy 

y y 

yy 

1940-49 

51.3% 

yy 

yy  yy 

yy 

yy  yy 

yy 

yy 

1950-53 

62.0% 

y y 

yy  yy 

y y 

yy  yy 

yy 

yy 

1954 

66.9% 

y } 

yy  yy 

yy 

yy  yy 

yy 

yy 

The  increasing  numbers  of  those  reaching  advanced  age 
can  be  attributed  to  two  factors  moving  concurrently  : 

(a)  an  increasing  expectation  of  life  due  to  healthier  and 
and  safer  living  conditions  and  better  and  more 
efficient  weapons  against  disease,  and 

(b)  to  the  increasing  proportion  of  old  people  in  our 
population  as  a result  of  secular  changes  in  the  birth 
rate. 
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With  reference  to  (a),  it  has  been  suggested  (^Simpson 
1954)  that  a useful  yardstick  of  the  communal  health  of  an 
area  could  be  provided  by  the  percentage  of  the  total  of 
persons  dying  in  the  area  whose  age  is  under  45  years.  He 
calls  this  a “death  postponement  index,”  but  he  points  out 
that  in  order  to  compare  area  with  area  it  would  be  necessary 
to  apply  to  the  crude  percentage  a correction  factor  which 
would  make  allowance  for  differences  in  age  and  sex  structure 
of  the  populations  of  different  areas.  In  the  light  of  this 
suggestion  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  only  11.2%  of  deaths 
in  Hueknall  in  1954  were  those  of  persons  under  45  years  of 
age,  compared  with  13.5%  in  1953  and  with  11%  for  England 
and  Wales  in  1951. 

With  reference  to  (b),  the  increasing  proportion  of  old 
people  in  our  population,  it  is  a sad  fact  that  many  of  our 
elderly  townsfolk  who  are  living  alone  are  desperately  in  need 
of  help  on  a day-to-day  basis  to  enable  them  to  continue  their 
lives  in  health  and  safety.  Organisations  like  the  Hueknall 
Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  seek  to  foster  the  spirit  of 
good  neighbourliness,  while  many  old  people  owe  the  con- 
tinuance of  their  independence  to  the  help  regularly  given 
them  by  the  Home  Helps  employed  by  the  County  Council. 
It  is,  however,  distressing  to  note  that  the  four  female  deaths 
recorded  on  line  34  of  Table  III  were  all  due  to  accidents  in 
the  home,  and  that  the  ages  of  these  women  ranged  from  78 
to  83  years. 

('*  Simpson,  A.  S,,  “Public  Health”  1954,  Volume  67,  Page  80). 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water  Supply* 

The  following  analysis  of  a sample  of  the  Town’s  Water 
has  been  carried  out  by  Mr.  W.  W.  Taylor,  Public  Analyst  for 
the  City  of  Nottingham.  I have  asked  Mr.  Taylor  to  include 
for  the  first  time  an  estimation  of  the  fluorine  content  of 
the  water,  and  it  will  be  noted  that  he  estimates  it  in  this 
sample  at  0.1  parts  per  million.  For  some  years  it  has  been 
known  that  fluorine  in  drinking  water  at  levels  between  1.0 
and  1.5  p.p.m.  has  a beneficial  effect  in  reducing  the  incidence 
of  decay  in  children’s  teeth.  It  is  accordingly  being  advocated 
that  where  the  fluorine  content  of  the  wrater  is  low  it  should 
be  artificially  raised  to  a level  where  this  beneficial  effect  will 
be  exerted,  and  this  is  being  tried  experimentally  in  a small 
number  of  areas.  Should  these  experiments  lead  the  Ministry 
of  Health  to  give  its  blessing  to  the  artificial  fluoridation  of 
water-supplies,  Hueknall  is  an  area  where  (judging  at  any 
rate  from  this  one  analysis)  the  level  of  naturally  occuring 
fluorine  is  too  low  to  be  of  any  benefit  and  where  it  should 
be  increased  artificially. 
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Mark:  Untreated  Water  from  No.  1 Borehole, 
18th  January,  1955. 

This  water  contains  per  million  parts  : — 


Total  Solids  dried  at  180°C 

240.00 

Suspended  Matter 

absent 

Chlorides  as  chlorine 

21.30 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

2.375 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  as  Nitrites 

absent 

Free  and  saline  Ammonia 

0.004 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.004 

Temporary  Hardness 

50.00 

Permanent  Hardness 

78.00 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hrs.  @ 80° F. 

from  N/80  KMn04 

0.00 

pH  value 

7.90 

Appearance  clear  and  bright 

Odour 

none 

Taste  and  Colour 

normal 

Heavy  Metals 

absent 

Fluorides  as  Fluorine 

0.10 

The  following  is  a bacteriological  analysis  of  Treated 
Water  taken  from  a tap  at  Co-operative  Avenue,  Hucknall, 
14th  January,  1955: 

Free  Chlorine  absent 

No.  of  colonies  developing  per  ml. 

on  agar  at  21°C.  in  72  hrs.  0 

No.  of  colonies  developing  per  ml. 

on  agar  at  37°C.  in  24  hrs.  0 

No.  of  colonies  developing  per  ml. 

on  agar  at  37°C.  in  48  hrs.  0 

Coli-aerogenes  count  per  100  mis. 

at  37°C.  in  48  hrs.  0 

Faecal  coli  count  per  100  mis. 

at  44°C.  in  48  hrs.  0 

Bacillus  Coli  (Presumptive)  Absent  in  100  mis. 

At  the  time  of  sampling  this  water  was  of  suitable 
bacterial  quality  for  human  consumption,  domestic  use  and 
dairy  purposes. 
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The  particulars  given  below  have  been  asked  for  by  the 
Minister  of  Health.  They  are  given  in  tabular  form  and  need 
no  comment. 


No.  of  samples  submitted  for 
Bacterial  examination 

No.  found 
to  be 

satisfactory 

No.  found 
to  be 

unsatisfactory 

Treated  Water  from  Mains 

32 

32 

Nil 

Raw  Water  from  No.  1 Borehole 

17 

17 

Nil 

Raw  Water  from  No.  2 Borehole 

9 

9 

Nil 

No.  of  samples  submitted  for 
Chemical  Analysis. 

No.  found 
to  be 

satisfactory 

No.  found 
to  be 

unsatisfactory 

Raw  Water  from  No.  1 Borehole 

1 

1 

Nil 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  H.  W.  Rhodes,  your  Surveyor 
and  Engineer,  for  the  following  statement  on  Public  Health 
Works  under  his  supervision  : — 


1.  Particulars  of  the  Town’s  Water  Supply. 

The  supply  of  the  town  was  maintained  throughout 
the  year,  and  analyses  received  from  the  Public  Analyst  show 
that  its  quality  is  consistently  very  good. 


2.  Matters  relating  to  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  disposal  of  sewage  into  the  City  of  Nottingham’s 
system  has  been  working  for  almost  12  months,  and  is  com- 
pletely satisfactory. 

Application  was  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  for  approval  of  the  Papplewick  Lane 
Sewerage  Scheme,  and  is  still  under  discussion. 


3.  Swimming  Baths. 

The  Public  Baths  were  well  patronised  again  until 
November,  when,  due  to  damage  caused  by  mining  subsidence, 
it  was  necessary  to  close  the  baths  to  the  public.  It  is 
unlikely  that  the  baths  will  be  in  use  again  for  at  least  12 
to  18  months. 
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HOUSING 


The  following  particulars  are  presented  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  : — 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  in- 

spected for  housing  defects  (under  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  658 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...  1317 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above,  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli- 
dated Regulations,  1936  ...  ...  Nil 

3.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 

as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  2 

4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  419 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  Service 
of  Formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  258 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  122 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 


rendered  fit  after  service 
notices  : — 

of  formal 

(a)  By  Owners 

• • • • • • 

GO 

Op 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in 

default  of 

Owners 

y* 
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(b)  Proceeding's  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  46 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  46* 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  5* 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  2 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 

room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  Nil 

* These  figures  include  notices  served  in  1953  and  com- 
plied with  in  1954. 


4*  Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV. — Abatement  of 

Overcrowding. 


(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  82 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  132 
(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  588 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  14 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 

cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 
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(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 

houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 
the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  ...  Nil 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  of  over- 
crowding conditions  upon  which  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable 

to  report  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  new  houses  completed  during  the  year  : — 


(a)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  98 

(b)  Bv  private  enterprise  ...  ...  ...  28 

Number  of  applications  for  houses  at  the  end  of  the 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  876 

Number  of  applications  for  bungalows  at  the  end  of 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  156 

Number  of  families  rehoused  during  the  year  ...  117 


Number  of  families  rehoused  during  the  year  in  which 
priority  was  accorded  on  account  of  Tuber- 
culosis ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  families  rehoused  during  the  year  in  which 
priority  was  accorded  on  other  medical 
grounds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

5.  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954. 

This  Act  came  into  operation  on  30th  August,  1954. 
Its  object  is  twofold: — 

(a)  The  clearance  and  redevelopment  of  areas  of  ‘slums’ 
and  (b)  To  promote  the  reconditioning  and  maintenance  of 
existing  houses;  its  provisions  include  certain  amendments 
of  the  law  relating  to  housing  and  rent  control. 

Your  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  been  engaged  in  the 
inspection  of  houses  in  order  to  obtain  the  information  which 
the  Council  will  require  in  order  to  be  in  a position  to  submit 
proposals  for  dealing  with  unfit  houses  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  by  the  30th  August  1955,  as  required  by  Section  1 
of  the  Act. 

Certificates  of  disrepair  and  revoking  certificates 
(under  Section  26  of  the  Act)  have  been  dealt  with  by  a 
Sub-Committee  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee  which 
was  appointed  in  October  1954,  and  vested  with  plenary 
powers.  The  following  particulars  are  presented  in  the  form 
required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health:— 
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Certificates  of  Disrepair:— 

Number  of  applications  by  tenants  ...  ...  26 

Number  granted  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Number  rejected  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  pending  at  end  of  year  ...  ...  1 

Revocation  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair: — 

Number  of  applications  by  landlords  ...  ...  11 

Number  granted  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  rejected  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Number  pending  at  end  of  year  ...  ...  1 


6.  Housing — Census  1951 — Nottinghamshire  County 
Report: 

Alongside  of  the  particulars  given  above,  it  is  inter- 
esting to  look  at  the  general  picture  painted  in  the  section 
on  housing  in  the  recently  published  Census  report.  The 
following  extracts  are  relevant  to  housing  conditions  in 
Hucknall  at  the  date  of  the  Census  (8th  April,  1951). 


From  Census  Report,  Table  3 

Number  of  structurally  separate  dwellings  occupied  ...  6,535 

Number  of  rooms  occupied  ...  ...  ...  29,345 

Persons  per  room  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.77 

Percentage  of  persons  at  more  than  2 per  room  ...  1.8 

From  Census  Report,  Table  10 


From  Census  Report,  Table  10 

No.  of  occupied  structurally  separate  dwellings  con- 
taining the  number  of  rooms  indicated  : — 


1 room 

3 

6 rooms  ... 

...  400 

2 rooms 

...  169 

7 rooms  ... 

69 

3 rooms 

...  486 

8 or  9 rooms 

34 

4 rooms 

. . . 2476 

10  or  more  rooms 

10 

5 rooms 

. . . 2888 

■ 

TOTAL 

...  6,535 

Table  11  indicates  that  more  than  three-quarters  of 
the  6,741  households  enumerated  (768  per  1,000)  occupied  five 
or  four-roomed  dwellings.  There  were  six  households  per 
1,000  occupying  one  room  each,  and  only  one  per  1,000  occu- 
pying ten  or  more  rooms. 

According  to  Table  14,  60%  of  all  households  in 
Hucknall,  as  compared  with  56%  in  the  County  as  a whole,  had 
the  exclusive  use  of  piped  water,  cooking  stove,  kitchen  sink, 
water  closet  and  fixed  bath. 
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PREVENTION  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES  (see  Tables  VI  and  VII) 


An  epidemic  of  whooping  cough,  which  reached  its 
peak  in  the  month  of  November,  was  still  continuing  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  198  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with 
70  during  1953.  Toddlers  and  infant  scholars  were  predomi- 
nantly affected,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  (from  Table  VII) 
that  no  case  was  reported  over  9 years  of  age. 

Dysentery,  which  has  been  notifiable  since  1936,  has 
presented  itself  as  a new  problem  in  the  past  two  years, 
though  nothing  in  the  nature  of  an  epidemic  has  been  experi- 
enced here.  The  prevalent  variety  of  the  disease  is 
Sonne  dysentery,  which,  although  very  mild,  appears  to  be 
highly  infectious  to  close  contacts.  Notifications  in  recent 
years  have  been  as  follows  : — - 


1950 

one  case 

1951 

five  cases 

1952 

one  case 

1953 

fifteen  cases 

1954 

eighteen  cases 

Upon  receipt  of  a notification  from  a doctor,  a member 
of  the  Public  Health  Department  visits  the  home  in  order  to 
make  routine  enquiries  and  to  secure  the  submission  of 
specimens,  for  bacteriological  examination,  from  other  mem- 
bers of  the  household.  By  this  means  further  cases  have 
been  brought  to  light  and  referred  for  treatment  who  might 
otherwise  have  gone  undetected  and  continued  to  be  a source 
of  infection  within  the  community. 

The  six  cases  of  food  poisoning  include  two  family  out- 
breaks of  two  cases  each,  the  one  due  to  Salmonella  typhimurium 
and  the  other  to  Salmonella  meleagridis ; in  the  latter  there  was 
strong  presumptive  evidence  that  the  organism  had  been 
conveyed  in  potted  meat  paste. 

The  three  cases  of  meningococcal  meningitis  include 
one  fulminating  case  in  an  infant  of  four  months,  which  in 
spite  of  early  diagnosis  and  removal  to  hospital  proved  rapidly 
fatal. 


The  incidence  of  scarlet  fever,  erysipelas  and  pneu- 
monia was  similar  to  that  in  recent  years.  From  Table  VII 
it  will  be  noticed  that  scarlet  fever  was  significantly  more 
prevalent  in  the  West  Ward  than  in  the  other  parts  of  the 
town. 


The  lowest  incidence  of  measles  ever  recorded  (seven 
cases  in  the  year)  heralded  the  onset  of  one  of  the  sharpest 
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epidemics  on  record,  which  is  in  progress  at  the  time  of 
writing  this  report. 

For  the  second  year  running  no  poliomyelitis  has  been 
reported. 

For  the  tenth  year  in  succession  there  have  been  no 
cases  of  diphtheria,  and  it  is  easy  to  forget  how  prevalent 
this  deadly  disease  used  to  be  before  1940,  when  immunisation 
on  a wide  scale  was  introduced. 

In  the  ten  years  1930-39  there  were  214  cases  of  diph- 
theria in  Hucknall  with  11  deaths. 

In  the  5 years  1940-44  there  were  29  cases  of  diph- 
theia  in  Hucknall  with  no  deaths. 

In  the  10  years  1945-54  there  were  no  cases  of  diph- 
theria in  Hucknall  with  no  deaths. 

This  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  can  continue  only  if 
the  diphtheria  germ  is  held  at  bay  by  immunisation.  The 
Ministry  of  Health  sets  the  target  that  75%  of  babies  should 
be  immunised  before  their  first  birthday:  we  are  falling  below 
this,  (vide  infra.) 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  STATISTICS 

During  the  year  under  review  313  pre-school  and  52 
school  children  were  immunised  against  diphtheria,  and 
"booster”  injections  were  given  to  276  children  who  had  been 
immunised  at  an  earlier  age.  The  position  at  the  end  of  the 
year  is  indicated  in  the  following  table  : — - 


Immunisation  in  relation  to  Child  Population  : 


Number  of  children  at  31st  December,  1954,  who  had  completed  a 
course  of  immunisation  at  any  time  before  that  date  (i.e.  at  any 

time  since  1st  January,  1940). 

Age  at  31.12.54 
i.e.  Born  in  year 

Under  1 
1954 

1-4 

1953-50 

5-9 

1949-45 

10-14 

1944-40 

Under  15 
Total 

Last  complete 
course  of  injec- 
tions (whether 
primary  or 
“ booster  ”) 

A.  1950-1954 

42 

1,084 

1,190 

207 

2,523 

B.  1949  or  earlier 

— 

— 

507 

999 

1,506 

Total 

42 

1,084 

1,697 

1,206 

4,029 
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Estimating  the  child  population  under  15  years  at  5,997, 
my  assessment  of  the  immunisation  state  is  as  follows 


Babies  under  1 year 


12.7%  immunised 


All  pre-school  children 


62.0%  immunised 


School  children  ...  ...  69.5%  immunised 

(33.4%  within  the 

past  5 years) 

All  children  under  15  years  ...  67.3%  immunised 

(42.2%  within  the 

past  5 years) 


Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

There  is  still  a great  deal  of  prejudice  against  vaccina- 
tion— possibly  due  to  lingering  memories  of  the  “old  days” 
when  heavy  multiple  insertions  of  the  vaccine  gave  some 
severe  sore  arms.  The  modern  technique  of  single  insertion 
and  light  pressure  surprises  many  mothers,  and  severe 
reactions  are  now  extremely  infrequent.  If  this  were  more 
widely  known  I believe  that  we  might  have  a better  accep- 
tance rate. 


Number  of  persons  vaccinated  (or  revaccinated)  during  the 
year  1954: — 


Age  at  date  of 
vaccination 

Under  1 

1- 

2-4 

5-14 

15  or 

over 

Total 

No  vaccinated 

95 

10 

7 

10 

11 

133 

No.  revaccinated 

- — - 

— 

1 

3 

17 

21 

No  case  of  untoward  complications  of  vaccination 
(generalised  vaccinia,  post-vaccinal  encephalomyelitis,  etc.) 
was  specially  reported  during  the  year. 


Consultations  with  General  Practitioners 

During  the  year  two  doubtful  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  were  seen  in  consultation  with  the  family  doctors 
concerned  and  at  their  request. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


1 1 

Age 

Periods 

*New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Respira- 

tory 

Non-Res- 

piratory 

Respira- 

tory 

Non-Res- 

piratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1 

1 — 4 

1 

5—9 

2 

1 

10—14 

1 

15—19  ... 

3 

4 

20—24 

1 

3 

25—34  ... 

4 

3 

35  44  ... 

4 

45—54  . . . 

2 

1 

55—64 

2 

2 

65  upwards 

1 

TOTALS 

20 

11 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

* New  Cases  include  all  primary  notifications  and  any  other  NEW 
cases  coming-  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
during  the  year,  but  do  not  include  Inward  Transfers. 


Case  rate  per  1,000  population — 

Respiratory  = 

1.33 

All  forms 

Non-Respiratory  = 

0.00 

1.00 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population — 

Respiratory  = 

0.09 

All  forms 

Non-respiratory  = 

0.09 

0.17 

England  and  Wales  death  rate 

All  forms 

per  1,000  popul; 

at  ion 

0.18 

No  action  has  been  necessary  under 

: — 

(a)  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulation, 
1925.  (Prohibiting  persons  suffering-  from1  Tuberculosis 
from  working  in  Dairies.) 

(b)  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  172.  (Removal  to 
Hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  of  the 
Respiratory  Tract.) 

Numbers  admitted  to  Sanatorium  for  treatment  during 
the  year  : — Males:  17.  Females:  8. 
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Number  of  cases  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1954  : 


Total. 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratorv 

Males 

101 

87 

14 

Females 

84 

72 

12 

TOTAL 

185 

159 

26 

Figures  for  1953 

181 

151 

30 

Comment 


Respiratory  Tuberculosis:  Viewed  as  a single  year,  the 
incidence  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  was  exceptionally  heavy. 
31  new  cases  were  notified — the  highest  for  any  single  year 
since  1930.  This  compares  with  22  new  cases  in  1953,  and 
represents  a 66.6%  increase  on  the  average  incidence  over  the 
five  years  1949-53. 


Details  of  the  31  cases,  kindly  supplied  to  me  by  Dr.  L. 
Hearn,  Chest  Physician  to  the  Nottingham  and  District  Chest 
Centre,  can  be  analysed  as  follows  : — 


Predominant  Early  Symptoms 

Cough  and  sputum 
Cough  alone 

No  symptoms,  or  none  stated  ... 
Haemoptysis  (i.e.,  spitting  up  blood) 
Pleural  effusion  (i.e.,  “wet  pleurisy”) 
Cough,  sputum  and  loss  of  weight 
Cough  and  pyrexia  (i.e.,  “temperature”) 
Cough  and  pain  in  chest 
Cough  and  stained  sputum 


11 

6 

6 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


cases 


case 


yy 


The  cases  came  to  the  Chest  Centre  by  the  following 
mean  : 


Referred  by  Family  Doctors 
„ „ Mass  Radiography 

„ „ Hospitals 

„ ,,  School  Medical  Officer 

„ for  investigation  as  Contacts 

„ by  Services  (Army)  ... 

Not  stated 


11 

7 

7 

2 

2 


cases 


yy 


1 case 


1 


yy 
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How  infected:  9 of  the  31  cases  give  a strong  family 
history  of  tuberculosis  and  were  presumably  infected  by 
relatives ; one  case  was  infected  by  a visitor  staying  in  the 
home  ; and  one  case  may  have  been  infected  by  a workmate. 

Twenty  of  the  31  cases  have  themselves  been  found  to 
be  sputum  positive,  i.e.,  actively  infectious  to  others. 

Reverting  to  the  question  of  incidence,  it  is  important 
to  realise  that  considerable  fluctuations  take  place  from  year 
to  year.  We  can,  I think,  get  the  picture  in  clearer  focus  if 
instead  of  single  years  we  consider  the  total  number  of  cases 
and  the  average  case-rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  over 
5-year  periods.  When  we  do  so-  we  find  that  the  incidence 
of  respiratory  tuberculosis  during  the  5 years  1950-54  does 
not  differ  very  greatly  from  that  which  obtained  in  previous 
quinquennia  since  1915-19  (the  earliest  years  for  which  I have 
been  able  to  obtain  the  statistics).  The  figures  for  the  last 
20  years  suffice  to  illustrate  this  point : — 


1935-39 

78  cases 

Case-rate  0.80 

per 

1,000  population 

1940-44 

108  „ 

p 

v H 

>> 

yy  yy 

1945-49 

100  „ 

„ „ 0.89 

yy  yy 

1950-54 

95  „ 

CO 

00 

o 

yy 

yy 

When  the  same  technique  is  applied  to  the  death-rate 
from  respiratory  tuberculosis,  there  emerges  a very  different 
picture  indeed,  and  we  could  have  no  clearer  demonstration 
of  the  efficacy  of  modern  methods  of  treatment  and  of  the 
new  drugs  now  in  use.  Here  are  the  figures  for  the  last  25 
years  : — 

1930-34 
1935-39 
1940-44 
1945-49 
1950-54 

Thus  the  death-rate  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  has 
fallen  to  one-sixth  of  what  it  was  in  the  early  ’thirties.  The 
fact  that  many  who  would  in  earlier  days  have  succumbed 
rapidly  to  the  disease  are  now  being  given  a new  lease  of  life 
is  of  considerable  Public  Health  importance  ; some  of  them 
will  continue  to  be  infectious  to  the  end  of  their  lives,  and 
their  chances  of  infecting  others  are  therefore  considerable. 
In  illustration  of  this  point  is  it  worth  noting  the  ages  of  the 
two  men  who  died  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  in  1954: 
they  were  60  and  64  years  respectively. 

1 conclude  this  section  of  my  Report  with  the  following 
quotation  from  Dr.  Hearn  : 


63  deaths  Death-rate  0.72  per  1,000  population 


53 
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yy 
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“ I think  the  details  emphasise  the  nature  of  tuber- 
culosis as  a ‘domestic’  disease,  and  the  importance 
of  ‘contact’  examination. 

“ As  to  increasing  incidence,  one  cause  is  quite  probably 
the  continued  presence  in  the  community  of  chronic 
‘carrier’  cases  as  infective  agents  for  a much  longer 
period  than  previously,  due  to  the  prolongation  of 
life  by  the  use  of  specific  chemotherapy  and  anti- 
biotics. 

“ Also,  I am  definitely  of  the  opinion  that  the  advent 
of  Television,  now  apparently  becoming  almost 
universal  in  the  home,  must  be  regarded  as  a potent 
factor  in  spreading  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and 
respiratory  diseases  generally.” 

Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis:  In  the  past  this  form  of 
tuberculosis  was  often  due  to  the  bovine  type  of  germ  which 
is  disseminated  almost  exclusively  by  milk.  The  gradual 
improvement  in  the  quality  of  milk  supplies  and,  in  particular, 
the  heat  treatment  of  milk  (pasteurisation  or  sterilisation), 
has  I think  been  largely  responsible  for  the  steady  decline  in 
the  incidence  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis,  and  I am  pleased 
to  be  able  to  report  that  1954  was  the  first  year  on  record 
in  which  no  confirmed  new  case  of  the  disease  was  reported. 
Not  only  the  incidence,  but  also  the  death-rate,  has  declined 
steadily,  and  the  following  figures  suggest  that  non-respira- 
tory tuberculosis  is  no  longer  a serious  Public  Health  prob- 
lem : — 


Period 

Cases 

Case-rate 

Deaths 

Death-rate 

1940-44 

34 

0.33 

9 

0.09 

1945-49 

16 

0.14 

4 

0.04 

1950-54 

5 

0.04 

2 

0.02 

CANCER  (see  Table  V) 

According  to  the  Registrar-General’s  statistics,  the 
number  of  deaths  attributed  to  malignant  growths  in  1954 
was  42,  giving  a death-rate  of  1.8  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
The  number  of  cases  with  the  corresponding  rates  per  1,000 
of  the  population  for  the  last  ten  years  are  as  follows  : — 


1945  ... 

...  26 

1.2 

1950  ... 

...  45 

1.9 

1946  ... 

...  41 

1.9 

1951  ... 

...  32 

1.4 

1947  ... 

...  39 

1.7 

1952  ... 

...  35 

1.5 

1948  ... 

...  39 

1.7 

1953  ... 

. . . 46 

2.0 

1949  ... 

...  36 

1.6 

1954  ... 

...  42 

1.8 

England  and  Wales  cancer  death  rate  per  1,000  pepulation, 

1954  — 2.0. 
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Cancer  is  becoming  increasingly  prominent  as  a cause 
of  death.  This  is  not  merely  due  to  a decline  in  the  importance 
of  other  causes  of  death  (e.g.  the  infections),  but  is  in  fact  a 
real  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  certified  as  due  to  cancer. 
This  is  amply  borne  out  by  the  following  figures  : — 


1910-19  (10  years) 
1920-29  (10  years) 
1930-39  (10  years) 
1940-49  (10  years) 
1950-53  ( 4 years) 
1954 


No.  of  cancer 
deaths 
130 
187 
236 
338 
158 
42 


Percentage  of  all 
deaths  in  period. 
5.8% 

9.3% 

11.5% 

15.0% 

18.0% 

21.3% 


Although  cancer  is  in  the  main  a disease  of  the  middle- 
aged  and  elderly  (the  average  age  at  death  among  the  42 
cases  in  1954  being  62.1  years  for  males  and  66.6  years  for 
females),  it  sometimes  occurs  in  younger  people.  The  earliest 
death  recorded  in  1954  was  that  of  a man  of  37  years  who 
succumbed  to  a cancer  of  his  stomach. 

It  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasised  that  the  earlier 
advice  is  sought  when  any  suspicious  symptom  appears,  the 
better  the  chance  of  cure  should  the  case  prove  to  be  one  of 
cancer.  A doctor’s  advice  should  be  sought  about  any  of  the 
following  symptoms  : — 

1.  A painless  lump  in  the  breast. 

2.  A discharge  or  bleeding  from  the  nipple. 

3.  Any  irregular  or  unusual  bleeding  from  the  womb 
(especially  after  the  ‘‘change  of  life”). 

4.  A sore  place,  especially  in  the  mouth  or  on  the 
face,  which  does  not  show  signs  of  healing  in  three 
weeks. 

5.  Bleeding  from  the  bowel.  (This  may  be  caused 
by  piles,  but  it  is  wise  to  make  sure). 

6.  Any  unusual  change  in  the  bowel  habits. 

7.  Blood  in  the  urine. 

8.  Persistent  indigestion  with  loss  of  appetite. 

9.  A persistent  cough  or  hoarseness  which  lasts  more 
than  four  weeks. 

10.  Difficulty  in  swallowing. 

11.  Any  increase  in  size,  deepening  in  colour  or  bleed- 
ing of  a wart  or  mole. 

These  symptoms  do  not  necessarily  mean  cancer,  but 
they  should,  in  any  case,  be  promptly  investigated  and 
remedied. 
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National  Assistance  Act,  1948  — Section  47. 

a.  Number  of  applications  made  during  the  year 

under  sub-section  (3)  ...  ...  ...  None 

b.  Number  of  orders  made  ...  ...  ...  None 

c.  Comments  on  operation  of  the  section  : During  the  year 

one  case  came  to  notice  of  an  old  lady  living  alone  in 
circumstances  in  which  she  was  unable  on  account  of 
age  and  infirmity  to  devote  to  herself,  and  was  not 
receiving  from  others,  proper  care  and. attention.  An 
application  for  an  order  under  this  section  was  filed, 
but  was  withdrawn  as  voluntary  consent  was  given 
before  the  hearing. 


REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
ON  THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE 
FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


Number 

of 

Premises. 

M/c. 

line 

No. 

Number 

on 

Register 

1 nspec- 
tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers  f 
prosecu-  | 
ted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and 
6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

1 

o 

o 

3 

(ii)  Factories  not  in- 
| eluded  in  (i)  in  which 
| Section  7 is  enforced 

1 by  the  Local  Auth- 
ority 

2 

70 

81 

2 

_ 

(iii)  Other  Premises 
in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
I outworkers  premises) 

3 
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CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 
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TABLE  J.  Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1954  and  previous  years. 


Mortality 

Neonatal 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

live 

births 

26.3 

24.4 

12.4 

23.5 

32.7 

23.8 

20.7 

No.  of 
deaths 

regis- 

tered 

r— i 0\  1-0  C\  CO 

T“H  Y—H 

m I 

i 

Infant 

Total 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

live 

births 

40.6 

38.0 

32.4 

34.0 

40.3 

37.0 

26.6 

25.5 

No.  of 
deaths 
regis- 
tered 

IN.  ro  ro  VO 

y— H r-H  y—H  y—H  r— A 

- 

C7\ 

■ 

Maternal 

Mortality 

Rate 

per 

1,000 
[ total 

I births 

• T-H  ♦ r— < . »-H  • r-H 1 . H 

^ £ V;  Li  v 

Nil 

• r-H 

L" 

0.69 

No.  of 

deaths 

regis- 

tered 

• yH  • r-H  • r-H  • i—H ( • r-H 

Li  l;  Li  Li  Li 

. r-H 

Li 

Stillbirths 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

total 

births 

26.2 

18.6 

21.9 

10.3 

24.6 

20.4 

25.9 

24.0 

No. 

regis- 

tered 

r- < m oa  -f  o 

r-H  r-H 

On 

Deaths 
(all  causes) 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

pop’n 

9.3 

8.3 

10.5 

9.8 

9.2 

9.4 

T 

CO 

-V. 

11.3 

i 

No. 

regis- 

tered 

CO  » — i co  Q\  lo 

i — i 03  O rv]  y— < 

m t— ■ i m cvi  (nj 

On 

i — i 

Live  Births 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

pop'n 

18.2 

16.0 

17.3 

16.4 

17.0 

17.0 

LO 

V 

T 1 

-X- 

15.2 

■ 

No. 

regis- 

tered 

419 

369 

402 

383 

397 

, 

338 

| 

xi 

o 

3 

w, 

J 

uroan  mistrict  — 

Population 
Mid-Year  1954 
23,350 

Year  1949 

„ 1950 

„ 1951 

„ 1952 

„ 1953 

1949-1953 

Average  5 years 

Year  1954 

England  & Wales 
Year  1954 
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/ live  birth-rate  (comparability  factor  1.00)  — 14.5  per  1,000 
^US^C  } death-rate  (comparability  factor  1.25)  = 10.5  per  1,000 


TABLE  II.— INFANT  MORTALITY. 


ANALYSIS  OF  DEATHS 
under  one  year  of  age. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  1 week. 

1 — 2 weeks. 

2 — 3 weeks. 

3 — 4 weeks.  j 

Total  under 

4 weeks. 

4 weeks  and 
under  3 months. 

3 months  and 

under  6 months. 

6 months  and 

under  9 months. 

9'  months  and 

under  1 year. 

Total  under  1 yr. 

Atelectasis,  alone 

1 

i 

1 

Atelectasis  and 

Prematurity 

2 

2 

2 

Prematurity  alone 

1 

1 

1 

Intracranial 

haemorrhage 

2 

2 

2 

Congenital 

malformation  ... 

1 

1 

1 

Meningococcal 

meningitis 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

TOTALS  ... 

7 

7 

2 

9 
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TABLE  III.  Causes  of  Death,  1954. 


No. 

Cause  of  Death 

M 

F 

Total  J 

1 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

2 

2 

2 

Tuberculosis  (Other)  ... 

1 

1 

2 

3 

Syphilitic  Disease 

1 

— 

1 

4 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 1 

6 

Meningococcal  Infections 

1 

— 

i 

7 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 1 

8 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 1 

9 

Other  Infective  & Parasitic  Diseases 

— 

— 

— i 

10 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

8 

6 

14  1 

11 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus  ... 

6 

— 

6 | 

12 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  ... 

— 

1 

1 

13 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  ... 

— 

1 

1 

14 

Other  Malignant  & Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

10 

10 

20 

15 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

— 

— 

— f 

16 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

17 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  ... 

14 

19 

33 

18 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

14 

6 

20 

19 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

o 

O 

7 

10 

20 

Other  Heart  Disease  ... 

4 

10 

14 

21 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

9 

5 

14 

22 

Influenza 

- — - 

2 

2 

23 

Pneumonia 

o 

O 

3 

6 

24 

Bronchitis 

9 

— 

9 

25 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

3 

— - 

3 

26 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  & Duodenum 

4 

1 

5 

27 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  & Diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— S 

28 

Nephritis  & Nephrosis 

— 

— 

— 1 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

- — - 

1 

30 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

— 

— 

— 

31 

Congenital  Malformations 

— 

? 

La 

2 

32 

Other  Defined  & Ill-Defined  Diseases  ... 

10 

9 

19 

33 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

2 

1 

3 

34 

All  Other  Accidents 

2 

4 

6 

35 

Suicide 

1 

— 

1 

36 

Homicide  & Operations  of  War 

1 

— 

1 

TOTAL  ... 

109 

88 

197 
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TABLE  IV.  Ages  at  which  Death  occurred. 


1954. 

Age  Group. 

January 

February 

-CJ 

o 

u 

a 

• *-< 

U 

Cu 

< 

<u 

c 

3 

1 — i 

3 

1 — > 

August  | 

September 

October 

November  I 

December 

TOTALS  | 

Lender  1 year 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

9 

1 4 

1 

1 

5—14 

' 

1 

2 

15—24 

1 

1 

25—34 

1 

1 

35  44 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

8 

45—54 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

17 

55—64 

2 

2 

4 

2 

2 

1 

3 

6 

2 

2 

26 

65—74 

7 

6 

2 

7 

9 

4 

4 

5 

1 

8 

10 

64 

75  and  over 

8 

9 

6 

4 

3 

7 

3 

3 

5 

4 

8 

8 

68 

TOTALS 

20 

20 

15 

16 

8 

18 

12 

12 

20 

10 

23 

22 

197 

TABLE  V.  Cancer  deaths,  1954  and  previous  year. 


Cases,  and  percentage  distribution, 
(a)  according  to  site  and  sex  : 


List 

No. 

Site 

1953 

,*4 

M 

F 

T 

% 

M 

F 

T 

% 

10 

Stomach 

4 

2 

6 

13.0 

8 

6 

14 

33.3 

11 

Lung,  etc.  ... 

5 

1 

6 

13.0 

6 

— 

6 

14.3 

12 

Breast 

— 

8 

8 

17.5 

— — 

1 

1 

2.4 

13 

Uterus 

— 

3 

3 

6.5 

— 

1 

1 

2.4 

14 

Elsewhere 

13 

10 

23 

50.0 

10 

10 

20 

47.6 

15 

Leukaemia 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

TOTAL  ... 

22 

24 

46  ' 

00.0 

24 

18 

42 

100.0 

Percentage 

47.9 

52.1 

LOO.O 

— 

57.1 

42.9 

100.0 

(b)  according  to  age  and  sex  : 


Age  Groups 
(years) 

1953 

1954 

M 

F 

T 

% 

M 

F 

T 

% 

25—34 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35—44 

3 

1 

4 

8.7 

3 

2 

5 

11.8 

45—54 

1 

4 

5 

45.7 

4 

2 

6 

26.2 

55 — 64 

7 

9 

16 

3 

2 

5 

65—74 

7 

6 

33 

45.6 

11 

6 

17 

62.0 

75  & over  ... 

4 

4 

8 

3 

6 

9 

31 


TABLE  VI.  Showing  Monthly  Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


Disease. 

January 

February  j 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

| August  j 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Totals  | 

Scarlet  Fever 

10 

3 

3 

4 

8 

3 

5 

3 

2 

1 

1 

43 

Whooping 

Cough 

17 

9 

1 

1 

13 

5 

4 

21 

32 

23 

51 

21 

198 

Measles 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

7 

j Erysipelas 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

5 

1 

13 

Pneumonia 

9 

2 

5 

3 

1 

3 

3 

3 

6 

6 

5 

46 

Gastro- 

Enteritis 

1 

1 

2 

Meningococcal 

Meningitis 

1 

2 

3 

^Dysentery 

7 

2 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

18 

*Food 

Poisoning 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

6 

Total 

36 

22 

11 

12 

26 

14 

6 

36 

42 

37 

64 

30 

336 

(Non-T.B.) 

Tuberculosis — 

Respiratory 

1 

1 

3 

4 

3 

4 

4 

1 

4 

3 

o 

0 

Ol 

ol 

“Non- 

Pulmonary 

0 

J Grand  TOTAL 

37 

23 

14 

16 

29 

18 

10 

37 

46 

37 

67 

33 

367 

* Corrected  diagnosis.  Original  notifications  received  were  Dysentery  22, 

Food  Poisoning  5. 

° 1 Case  originally  notified — subsequently  re-diagnosed  rheumatoid  arthritis. 
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APPENDIX 


HEALTH  SERVICES  PROVIDED  BY  THE 
COUNTY  COUNCIL 

Details  of  these  services  are  provided  for  information 
by  courtesy  of  the  County  Council. 

WATNALL  ROAD  CENTRE 

The  Clinic  at  Watnall  Road  is  utilised  for  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  School  Clinic,  Dental  Clinic,  Speech 
Training,  Vaccination  and  Immunisation,  Audiometry,  Classes 
for  Ineducable  Pupils,  Eye  Testing,  and  the  distribution  of 
Welfare  Foods;  two  sessions  were  held  by  the  Blood  Trans- 
fusion Service,  but  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  did  not  visit 
Hucknall  during  1954. 

Ante-Natal  Sessions— 

Friday,  2.0 — 4.30  p.m. 

The  Doctor  is  in  attendance  at  these  sessions. 

Child  Welfare  Sessions — 

Mondays  and  Thursdays,  2.0 — 4.30  p.m.  Medical  Officer 
in  attendance. 

Wednesdays,  2.0 — 4.30.  No  Medical  Officer  in 

attendance. 

Health  Visitors  are  in  attendance  at  each  Ante-Natal, 
Post-Natal  and  Child  Welfare  session. 

School  Clinic  Sessions — 

Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  9.30  a.m. — 12  noon.  Medical 
Officer  in  attendance. 

Fridays,  2.0 — 4.0  p.m.  No  Medical  Officer  in 

attendance. 

Dental  Clinic  Sessions  (by  appointment) — 

Monday  to  Friday  9.30  a.m. — 12  noon,  2.0- — 4.30  p.m. 
Saturday,  9.30  a.m. — 12  noon. 

Speech  Therapy  Sessions — 

Three  sessions  per  week:  Wednesday  morning,  Thurs- 
day morning  and  afternoon. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation — 

A vaccination  and  immunisation  session  is  held  on  the 
first  Tuesday  afternoon  of  each  month  from  2-4  p.m. 
No  appointment  is  necessary. 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods — 

Monday  to  Friday,  9 a.m.- — 1 p.m.,  2 — 5 p.m. 
Saturday,  9 a.m.— 12  noon. 
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MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 


The  services  of  the  following  County  Midwives  and 
District  Nurse-Midwives  are  available  in  the  Urban  District : 

County  Midwives  : Telephone  No.: 

Miss  M.  Spellman, 

15,  Thoresby  Dale, 

Hucknall.  Hucknall  301. 

Miss  H.  M.  Beynon, 

21,  Windmill  Grove, 

Hucknall.  Hucknall  388. 

Miss  L.  Plumb  terminated  her  service  with  the 
County  Council  with  effect  from  17/4/55,  and  there 
is  one  vacancy  at  the  time  of  going  of  press. 


District  Nurse- Midwife  : 

Nurse  M.  Sutton, 

Nurses’  Flats, 

Beardall  Street, 

Hucknall.  Hucknall  48. 


HOME  NURSING  SERVICE 

Two  District  Nurses  (S.  Higham  and  E.  McHugh, 
Nurses’  Flats,  Beardall  Street,  Hucknall)  are  now  employed 
whole-time  in  general  nursing,  and,  in  addition,  the  part-time 
services  of  Nurse  Sutton  are  available  for  this  service. 


MATERNITY  OUTFITS 

Sterilised  maternity  outfits  containing  all  dressings 
necessary  for  the  conduct  of  a domiciliary  confinement  are 
supplied  free  of  charge  on  the  certification  of  the  midwife 
engaged  or  the  Health  Visitor. 

CARE  OF  PREMATURE  BIRTHS 

The  provision  of  draught-proof  cots  with  hot-water 
bottles,  blankets,  etc.,  and  an  ambulance,  is  made  for  all 
premature  infants  requiring  transportation  to  hospital.  The 
midwife  accompanies  the  infant  on  the  journey  to  hospital. 

Similarly  equipped  cots  are  provided  for  such  infants 
nursed  at  home. 

The  services  of  a ConsUtant  Paediatrician  are  available 
when  required. 
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HOME  HELP  SERVICE 


Home  Helps  are  available  where  domestic  help  is 
required  owing  to  the  presence  of  any  person  who  is  ill, 
lying-in,  an  expectant  mother,  mentally  defective,  aged,  or  a 
child  not  over  compulsory  school  age.  The  charge  for  this 
service  is  2/9d.  per  hour,  but  where  the  recipient  is  unable 
to  afford  this  standard  charge,  the  County  Council’s  Scale  of 
Assistance  is  applied. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  an  establishment  of 
forty-four  Home  Helps  on  the  joint  district  of  Hucknall  and 
Eastwood,  twenty-four  of  whom  are  available  in  Hucknall 
Urban  District. 

Cases  in  need  of  help  should  be  reported  to  the  Sub- 
Office  at  66,  High  Street,  Hucknall  (Telephone  Hucknall  93). 
It  is  particularly  important  that  expectant  mothers  wishing 
to  book  a Home  Help  for  their  confinements  should  do  so 
at  an  early  date  in  order  that  adequate  arrangements  may  be 
made. 

COUNTY  AMBULANCE  SERVICE 


Statistics 


1953. 

1954. 

Calls  dealt  with 

6,912 

6,676 

Patients  carried 

9,162 

9,319 

Mileage  involved 

84,441 

79,279 

Categories  of  the  9,319  patients  were  as  follows  : — 


Accident 

138 

Emergency 

131 

Treatment 

8,773 

Infections 

29 

Maternity 

228 

Other 

20 

9,319 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR  AND  CLEANSING 

SUPERINTENDENT 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1954 


Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

Watnall  Road, 

HUCKNALL. 

May,  1955. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
HUCKNALL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  this,  my  twenty-fifth 
Annual  Report. 

Complaints  received  concerning  damage  to  dwelling- 
houses  by  colliery  subsidence  have  again  been  less  than  during 
previous  years,  and  the  work  of  making  good  the  damage 
(both  temporary  and  permanent  repairs)  has  proceeded  satis- 
factorily. Two  houses  in  Orchard  Street  were  demolished. 

The  use  of  Warfarin  in  the  destruction  of  rats  and 
mice  has  had  remarkably  good  results.  It  is  surely  possible 
that  within  a reasonable  time  we  may  look  forward  to  the 
ultimate  destruction  of  these  vermin  in  this  country. 


HOUSING 

Particulars  of  work  carried  out  under  the  Housing 
Act,  1936,  and  the  Housing,  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954, 
which  have  been  supplied  to  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
are  shown,  on  page  13;  further  particulars  appear  in  my 
Report  on  page  46.  Some  preliminary  work  has  been  done 
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regarding  the  extensive  Slum  Clearance  Survey,  to  be  com- 
pleted by  next  mid-summer. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

During  the  year  routine  inspection  has  been  carried 
out  under  certain  sections  of  the  Shops  Act.  In  October, 
however,  the  administration  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950  (an  Act 
consolidating  seven  Acts  passed  between  1912  and  1936) 
became  the  duty  of  your  Council.  The  most  important  duties 
involved  in  the  administration  of  the  Act  relates  to  the  Health 
and  Welfare  of  the  employees  and  the  hours  of  closing. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

Schools,  works  canteens,  cafes  and  restaurants  have 
each  been  visited  in  turn  : special  attention  has  been  paid  to 
all  premises  where  food  is  prepared  or  cooked.  A very  high 
standard  of  hygiene  is  observed  by  most  food  handlers. 

During  the  summer  a complaint  of  food  poisoning 
helped  us  locate  a number  of  samples  of  very  unsatisfactory 
potted  meat  from  manufacturers  outside  the  area.  The  danger 
in  potted  meat  lies  in  the  method  of  manufacturing.  In  my 
opinion,  it  is  handled  far  too  much  after  it  is  cooked  and 
cooling  down.  All  the  samples  of  potted  meat  manufactured 
in  Hucknall  and  submitted  for  bacterial  examination  showed 
satisfactory  results. 


Sections  9 to  12.  Sale  of  Unsound  Food,  etc. 


Food  Condemned  : 


58  tins  of  Frozen  Eggs 

64 

yy 

yy 

Cooked  Ham 

9 

yy 

yy 

Stewed  Steak 

203 

yy 

yy 

Fruit 

3 

yy 

yy 

Rock  Lobster 

207 

yy 

yy 

Tomatoes 

6 

yy 

yy 

Brisket 

75 

yy 

yy 

Corned  Beef 

1 

yy 

yy 

Crawfish 

7 

yy 

yy 

Pork  and  Beef 

1 

yy 

yy 

Condensed  Milk 

3 

yy 

yy 

Tongue 

2 

yy 

yy 

Beans 

2 

yy 

yy 

Dressed  Crab 

5 

yy 

yy 

Sardines 

1 

yy 

yy 

Evaporated  Milk 

15 

yy 

yy 

Peas 

8 

y y 

yy 

Lemonade  Powder 

12 

yy 

yy 

Turtle  Soup 

17 

yy 

yy 

Luncheon  Meat 

11 

yy 

yy 

Ox  Tongues 
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3 „ „ J ellied  Veal 

2 „ „ Salmon 

4 „ „ Apricot  Conserve 

1 „ „ Coffee 

1 „ „ Peeled  Shrimps 

2 „ „ Apple  Sauce 

2 „ „ Dried  Egg  Powder 

2 jars  of  Mincement 

1 jar  of  Ham  Spread 

12  Cases  of  Oranges 
16  lbs.  of  Pressed  Beef 
53  ,,  ,,  Ox  Tongues 

20  „ „ Mutton  Fat 

2 „ „ Sugar 

97^  „ „ Frozen  Meat 

20  „ „ Cheese 

4\  „ „ Bacon 

26  Beasts'  Fungs 
58  lbs.  of  Beasts  Fiver 
64  ,,  ,,  Sirloin 

24  „ ,,  Brisket 

16  Beasts’  Heads  and  Tongues 
28  Beasts’  Fivers 

1 Diaphragm 

2 Forequarters  of  Beef  (T.B.) 

11  Beasts’  Mesenteries 
18  Beasts’  Heads 

2 Beasts’  Carcases  (complete) 

1 Pig’s  Head,  Fiver  and  Fungs 
4 Pigs’  Heads 

3 Pigs’  Mesenteries 


Section  13.  Precautions  against  contamination  of  food. 

The  number  of  premises  wherein  food,  other  than  milk, 
intended  for  human  consumption  is  prepared  for  sale  or  is 
sold,  offered  or  exposed  for  sale  or  deposited  for  the  purpose 
of  sale  or  of  preparation  for  sale,  is  198,  made  up  as  follows : 
Food  Shops  including  off-licences)  178,  Clubs  7,  Public 
Houses  13.  All  have  been  inspected  during  the  year  and  the 
necessary  action  taken  to  ensure  compliance  with  the  Regula- 
tions relating  to  food  and  food'  premises. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  ACT,  1954 

With  the  coming  into  force  of  the  Slaughterhouses  Act, 
1954,  a lot  of  additional  work  has  fallen  on  the  department. 
Only  five  slaughterhouses  have  been  licensed  by  your  Council 
but  a lot  of  meat  is  slaughtered  in  them.  The  butchers  on 
the  whole  have  been  wonderfully  co-operative,  but  unfortun- 
ately a lot  of  slaughtering  takes  place  out  of  normal  office 
hours. 
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Particulars  of  Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 
July  to  December 

Cattle 

(excluding 


cows) 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

No.  killed 

164 

268 

18 

839 

179 

No.  inspected 

164 

268 

18 

839 

179 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis : 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  ... 

8 

30 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  No. 
inspected  affected 
with  diseases  other 
than  Tuberculosis 

4.8 

11.2 

Nil 

0.1 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

7 

44 

Nil 

Nil 

7 

Percentage  of  the  No. 
inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis 

4.8 

16.8 

Nil 

Nil 

3.9 

Section  14.  Registration  of  premises  used  in  connection  with 
the  manufacture  or  sale  of  ice-cream  or  preserved  foods. 

Total  number  of  applications  for  registration  ...  8 

For  the  sale  or  manufacture  of  ice-cream  ...  8 

For  the  manufacture  of  sausages  or  potted  meat, 
pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food  intended  for 
sale  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

These  were  all  inspected  and  reports  thereon  sub- 
mitted to  the  Health  Committee,  and  when  brought  up  to  the 
standard  required  by  Section  13  of  the  Act,  placed  on  the 
register. 

Total  number  of  premises  registered  for  the 

manufacture  of  ice-cream  ...  ...  ...  7 

Total  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale 

of  ice-cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

Total  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manu- 
facture of  sausages,  potted  meat,  etc.  ...  15 
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ACTION  TAKEN  UNDER  THE 
FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 


These  Regulations  are  under  the  administration  of  the 
Notts.  County  Council. 

Mr.  T.  L.  E.  Gregory,  Chief  Inspector,  has  furnished 
the  following  particulars  : — - 

One  hundred  and  sixty-two  samples  of  articles  in 
common  use  were  obtained  for  examination  and  analysis,  of 
which  thirty-seven  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst,  and 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  tested  by  the  Inspectors.  One 
hundred  and  fifty-six  samples  proved  genuine.  Five  samples 
of  milk  were  found  to  be  deficient  in  milk  solids  due  to  natural 
causes.  One  sample  of  oranges  was  found  to  contain  thiourea 
preservative.  The  oranges  could  not  be  traved  to  the  importer 
with  sufficient  certainty  to  justify  prosecution.  (The  importer 
was  prosecuted  in  respect  of  similar  cases  in  another  part  of 
the  County  and  fined  £5  plus  £10  costs.) 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1949-50. 

Samples  of  Milk  taken  by  County  Sampling  Officer  and  sub- 
mitted to  prescribed  Tests. 


No.  of  samples  taken  : — 

Result  : 

Complied.  Failed  to  comply. 

Tuberculin  Tested 

— 

— — 

Accredited 

— 

— — — 

Pasteurised,  Heat  Treated, 
etc. 

72 

72  — 

72 

72  — 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS,  1949 

The  table  below  shows  (a)  the  number  of  dealers,  etc., 
registered  with  your  Authority,  and  (b)  the  results  of  samples 
of  milk  sent  for  bacterial  examination,  and  the  results  of 
washed  milk  bottles  also  sent  for  bacterial  examination. 

(a)  Total  number  of  dairies  registered  with  the 

Council  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  dealers’  licences  issued  authorising 
the  use  of  the  special  designation, 

“Sterilised”  in  relation  to  milk  ...  ...  29 

Number  of  dealers’  licences  issued  authorising 
the  use  of  the  special  designation, 

“Pasteurised”  in  relation  to  milk  ...  6 

Number  of  dealers’  licences  issued  authorising 
the  use  of  the  special  designation, 

“Tuberculin  Tested”  in  relation  to  milk  ...  3 
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(b) 


No.  of  samples  submitted  for 
Bacterial  examination. 

No.  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 

No.  found  to  be 
unsatisfactory. 

1 Pasteurised  Milk 

5 

5 

__ 

T.T.  Milk 

3 

3 

• — - 

I T.T.  Pasteurised 

1 

1 

— 

8 Sterilised 

1 

1 

* 

ICE  CREAM 

During  the  year,  five  applications  for  registration  to 
sell  ice-cream  were  received.  The  number  of  samples  of  ice- 
cream submitted  for  bacterial  examination,  together  with  the 
results,  are  shown  below. 


No.  of  samples  submitted 
for  Bacterial  examination. 

Grades  1 and  2 
(Satisfactory) 

Grades  3 and  4) 
(Unsatisfactory) 

54 

54 

Nil 

. . .... 

WATER  SUPPLIES,  INCLUDING 
SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS 

During  the  year,  regular  sampling  of  the  public  supply 
of  water  has  been  maintained,  59  samples  having  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  Public  Analyst.  Details  of  the  work  have  been 
supplied  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  will  be  found  in 
his  report.  Visits  have  been  made  during  the  year  to  the 
pit-head  baths,  to  the  Public  Baths  and  to  the  Lido,  13  samples 
from  Baths  and  4 from  the  Lido  being  taken  and  submitted 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  analysis. 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES 

During  the  year,  24  houses  or  parts  of  houses  were 
treated  with  proprietary  brand  of  insecticides  for  bugs  8, 
cockroaches  6,  ants  6,  wood  lice  3 and  fleas  1. 

DISINFECTION 

Thirteen  houses  were  disinfected,  and  a quantity  of 
bedding  was  destroyed. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

During  the  year  in  review,  29  complaints  of  rats,  and 
14  of  mice  were  received.  They  were  as  follows:  Private 
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houses  35,  business  premises  8.  In  each  case  effective  steps 
were  taken  to  eradicate  the  pests. 

During  the  year  bait  was  laid  as  follows  : 3 lbs.  zinc 
phosphide,  2 stones  rusk,  1 stone  red  squill  biscuits,  7 lbs. 
warfarin  and  1 cwt.  oatmeal. 

SANITARY  SUPERVISION  OF  MUSIC  HALLS, 
THEATRES,  ETC. 

The  two  local  cinemas  and  dance  halls,  etc.,  have  been 
visited  from  time  to  time,  and  on  each  occasion  were  found 
to.  be  satisfactory. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

The  above  Act  requires  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
to  submit  a report  in  prescribed  form  to  the  Home  Office  each 
year  and  members  will  find  in  his  report  particulars  of  this 
work.  It  relates  to  sanitary  accommodation  and  lists  of  out- 
workers. 

These,  of  course,  are  not  the  only  duties  with  which  a 
Local  Authority  is  concerned,  so  I take  this  opportunity  of 
mentioning  the  other  matters  which  your  Council  have  dealt 
with  during  the  year. 

1.  Canteens. 

Inspections  were  made  during  the  year,  and  no  unsatis- 
factory conditions  were  found. 

2.  Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire. 

It  is  the  duty  of  each  local  authority  to  ensure  that 
factories  have  adequate  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire. 

PETROLEUM  (REGULATION)  ACTS,  1928  & 1936 

Licences  granted  ...  ...  ...  34 

Visits  and  inspections  ...  ...  ...  59 

Carbide  and  Calcium  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  pets 
is  three,  including  one  market  stall. 

The  aim  of  the  Act  is  to  prevent  unnecessary  suffering 
to  pets  offered  for  sale.  Provision  must  be  made  for  their 
proper  feeding  and  cleanliness  and  for  their  proper  care  and 
attention  when  the  premises  are  closed  and  the  owner  is  away. 

In  all  cases  adequate  and  proper  arrangements  have 
been  made  and  the  pets  are  properly  cared  for. 


NOTTINGHAMSHIRE  COUNTY 
COUNCIL  ACT,  1951. 


Under  the  above  Act,  27  Hairdressers,  Barbers,  etc., 
and  2 Hawkers  have  been  registered.  In  all  cases  the  premises 
have  been  found  satisfactory  on  visiting.  The  byelaws  have 
been  religiously  complied  with. 

CONVERSION  OF  WASTE  WATER  CLOSETS 

Number  converted  by  voluntary  means  since 

commencing  the  scheme  (May,  1951)  ...  42 

Number  sealed  up  where  internal  w.c.s  were 

in  use  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  oustanding  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  27 

COMPLAINTS 

Six  hundred  and  nine  complaints  were  received  and 
investigated  during  the  year,  as  follows  : — 

Choked  and  defective  drains  ...  213 

Defective  w.c.s  ...  ...  ...  36 

Housing  defects  ...  ...  ...  139 

Cesspool  overflowing  ...  ...  15 

Nuisance  from  keeping  animals  ...  1 

Insect  infestations  ...  ...  22 

Defective  dustbins  ...  ...  33 

Rats  and  mice  ...  ...  ...  43 

Refuse  accumulation  ...  ...  5 

Flooding  of  cellars  ...  ...  2 

Defective  yard  paving  ...  ...  2 

Dirty  or  verminous  premises  ...  24 

Smoke  nuisance  ...  ...  ...  9 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  29 

Defective  sink  waste  pipes  ...  14 

Unsound  food  ...  ...  ...  22 
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SUMMARY  OF  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  UNDER  THE 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 

(EXCLUDING  HOUSING  ACTS) 


Informal 

Statutory 

Notices. 

Notices. 

Ser- 

Com- 

Ser- 

Com- 

ved 

plied 

ved 

plied 

with 

with 

HOUSING  : 

To  repair  or  renew 

Eaves,  Gutters 

13 

1 

12 

11 

Downspouts 

4 

1 

3 

5 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES  : 

To  cleanse 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

To  repair 

14 

3 

11 

12 

To  renew  Pedestals 

12 

4 

8 

11 

DRAINS  : 

To  repair  or  renew 

10 

6 

4 

4 

To  cleanse 

201 

201 

— 

— 

SINK  WASTE  PIPES  : 

To  repair 

12 

5 

7 

7 

CESSPOOLS  : 

To  cleanse 

8 

8 

— 

— 

To  repair 

— 

— 

— 

— 

DUSTBINS  : 

To  provide 

197 

161 

121 

95 

PAVING  : 

To  repair  or  renew 

1 

— 

1 

1 

472 

390 

167 

146 
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SUMMARY  OF  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  UNDER  THE 

HOUSING  ACT,  1936 


Informal 

Statutory 

Notices. 

Notices. 

Ser- 

Com- 

Ser- 

Com- 

ved 

plied 

ved 

plied 

with 

with 

To  repair  roofs 

54 

13 

39 

36 

,,  ,,  chimney  stacks 

12 

1 

11 

10 

„ „ or  re-point  walls 

3 

— 

4 

1 

„ ,,  internal  walls  and 

ceilings 

22 

5 

17 

8 

„ ,,  windows 

11 

1 

12 

6 

„ „ doors 

6 

2 

5 

6 

„ „ floors 

13 

5 

8 

5 

},  „ stairs 

— 

— 

— 

— 

,,  „ fireplaces 

20 

2 

23 

21 

„ ,,  or  renew  washcoppers 

3 

— 

3 

2 

144 

29 

122 

95 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  COST  STATEMENT,  1954/55 

(Financial  Year  ended  31st  March,  1955) 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


Collection  : 

No  major  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  system  of 
refuse  collection  or  disposal  during  the  year. 


Two  totally  rear-loading  vehicles  are  employed. 
Assistance  is  given  to  the  loading  by  means  of  hydraulic  rams. 
These  two  vehicles  have  given  complete  satisfaction  since 
they  were  first  purchased  in  the  years  1951  and  1952.  Loading 
is  much  simpler  and  is  virtually  dustless.  The  third,  a 7 
cu.yard,  covered  and  side-loading  vehicle,  which  was  originally 
retained  as  a spare,  has  for  the  past  few  months  had  to  be 
employed  much  more  frequently,  and  the  time  is  not  too  far 
distant  when  a new  and  larger  vehicle  will  be  necessary.  On 
the  daily  refuse  collection  3 drivers  and  15  loaders  are 
normally  employed. 


Disposal  : 

1 still  feel  that  our  system  of  refuse  disposal — controlled 
tipping — is  the  best  for  us,  as  we  still  have  many  years  of 
suitable  tipping  space  available.  It  has  been  possible  during 
the  year  to  recover  a quantity  of  paper  from  the  tips,  for 
which  a market  has  been  found,  and  this  will  be  extended  so 
far  as  possible,  without  increasing  the  staff  at  the  tip,  and 
the  proceeds  help  to  offset  the  cost  of  disposal. 


Trespassers  have  caused  us  some  worry  during  the  year 
by  setting  fire  to  the  tip.  Not  only  is  nuisance  caused  by  these 
fires  over  a wide  area,  but  we  have  incurred  considerable 
expense  in  controlling  them. 


In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
thanking  the  Council  for  the  interest  they  have  shown  in  the 
work  of  this  Department.  I would  also  like  to  thank  my 
own  staff  for  their  loyal  support  at  all  times,  and  my 
colleagues  in  other  Departments  for  their  valuable  co-opera- 
tion. 


I beg  to  remain, 


Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  ADAMS, 

M.S.I.A.,  M.Inst.P.C. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing-  Superintendent. 
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